
Citizens Review Board Proposed Changes 
Subpoena Power 
 
Sec. 16-61. – Hearing procedures. 

(a) If the citizens review board decides to conduct a hearing, it shall be 
concluded within 30 calendar days of the date of the decision to hold an 
appeal hearing.  Should the complainant or the department desire a hearing 
date other than that set by the board, the complainant or the department 
shall submit a written request for a change of the hearing date, stating the 
reason for the request.  The chairperson shall approve or disapprove such 
request, provided that such request is received by the board at least seven 
calendar days prior to the date of the hearing.  For good cause, the 
chairperson may continue the hearing from time to time, but all appeals 
must be concluded within 30 calendar days from the date of the decision 
to hold an appeal hearing.  The hearing shall be conducted in a closed 
session, with at least six members of the board present.       

(b) In the conduct of its hearing, each member of the Board shall have the 
power to subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, and compel the production 
of evidence.  If a person fails or refuses to obey a subpoena issued 
pursuant to this subsection, the Board may apply to the General Court of 
Justice, Superior Court Division, for an order requiring that its subpoena 
be obeyed, and the court shall have jurisdiction to issue these orders after 
notice to all parties.  If any person, while under oath at a hearing of the 
Board, willfully swears falsely, such person shall be guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor.    

 (b) (c) All witnesses must testify under oath. 
 (c) (d) All of the proceedings before the board shall be recorded. 

(d) (e) All parties involved shall have the right to be represented by counsel or 
any other person of their choice. 

(e) (f) The complainant shall offer evidence first in support of his appeal.  The 
department and officer shall have the right to cross examine the 
complainant and his witnesses.  Thereafter, the department and officer 
shall have the right to offer evidence, and the complainant shall have the 
right to cross examine the department’s and officer’s witnesses.  At the 
conclusion of all the evidence, the complainant or his representative, 
followed by the department and officer, may make a closing statement. 

(f) (g) Members of the board may question witnesses or request additional 
information or further investigation at any point in the process. 

(g) (h) Members who, in a particular case, have a conflict of interest shall not 
attend or participate in the hearing and decision-making process. 

(h) (i) Within ten calendar days after the conclusion of the hearing, the board 
shall issue its written findings of fact to the chief of police and the city 
manager along with a recommendation.  The findings of fact must be 
supported by a preponderance of the evidence and approved by a majority 
of the board who were present at the hearing. 

 


