
Section 3. (a)(2)- 
The Panel shall provide a public report setting forth the basis and concerns of the Panel 
supporting any recommendation for an Independent Investigation.  In addition, the Panel 
shall provide a public report setting forth the Panel’s conclusions and recommendations 
after its review of any Independent Investigation.   
 
Section 5. 
a. The provisions of Section 143.089(g) of the Texas Local Government Code are 
expressly modified to the extent necessary to permit public release of a final report 
prepared by an investigator who conducts an Independent Investigation authorized by the 
Chief of Police or City Manager concerning police conduct. 
b. The public release of information authorized by this Section shall not contain or reveal 
evidentiary facts, or other substantive investigative information from the file, except to 
the extent that such information is at the time of such release no longer protected from 
public disclosure by law, or is already public as a matter of fact by lawful or authorized 
means or by the officer’s own release.  For example, the names of officers in an 
investigation may not be released, but could be released if those officers have elected to 
enter the public debate and discuss their involvement, or if the public has been informed 
of identities by lawful or authorized means in the course of grand jury or other legal 
proceedings.  The public statements authorized in this agreement are subject to review by 
the City of Austin Law Department to insure compliance with this Agreement and to 
determine whether the release of such information may be prohibited by any other law. 
c. This Section shall apply to any Independent Investigation whether completed prior to 
or after the effective date of this Agreement and applies to every position and rank within 
the Austin Police Department. 
d. Section 143.089(g) of the Texas Local Government Code is modified and superseded 
to the extent necessary to permit the public release of the following information only: 1. 
A report setting forth the basis and concerns of the Panel supporting any recommendation 
for an Independent Investigation. 2. A report setting forth the Panel’s conclusions and 
recommendations after its review of any Independent Investigation. 3. A report setting 
forth and policy recommendations made by the Panel. 4. A final report from an 
Independent Investigator, whether or not recommended by the Panel.  This Section shall 
also apply to any Independent Investigation completed prior to ratification of this 
agreement.   
 


